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Hello Cypress Parents and Guardians,  

It is with the greatest enthusiasm that I welcome you to the 2020-2021 school year at 
Cypress Elementary. This is the most unprecedented school opening that any of us 
have ever had, or probably will ever experience. Our focus is the safety and overall 
welfare of all stakeholders, which is why we are beginning the school year in a 100% 
virtual eLearning world. I assure you that this school year will look much different 
than last school year’s fourth quarter move to eLearning. As we begin our year 100% 
virtual eLearning, I want to assure you that we will continue to soar, elevate and 
enhance our academic excellence because at Cypress, we are the authors of our own 
success! 

For returning families, I look forward to seeing you all (virtually) and continuing to 
serve you, and the entire Cypress community. For families new to Cypress, I am 
excited to meet you and your child, and know that we are all here to support your 
child in transitioning to our amazing school. Our staff and school community are all 
committed to providing the best educational experience for your child at Cypress 
regardless of the circumstance. I ask that you let us know how we can help!  

I am very happy to announce that Cypress Elementary continues to a “B” rated 
school and we are super proud of the work that takes place each day. Every day at 
Cypress we are committed to excellence and preparing your child for the global 
society. We are excited to build on our work in language acquisition and literacy with 
a focus on strengthening our students’ skills in having collaborative conversations, 
even if it is through an E-Learning experience. This instructional focus, along with 
continued implementation of character development will be sure to have a positive 
impact on your child’s educational experiences and growth!  
 
We cannot do the work without you, parents, and each year we strive to strengthen 
our home-school partnership and encourage all of you to see it as a goal to become 
more engaged in our Cypress Elementary community. Attend a SAC (School 
Advisory Council) meeting, become a volunteer, or join us at a school event virtually! 
We are so fortunate to have a wonderful parent community, and your support makes a 
HUGE difference. Thank you all for your commitment in helping make Cypress an 
amazing place to “B” for students to grow and learn!  
 
The Cypress Elementary team is ready and back to assist you in any which way we 
can! 
 
Have the best start Cypress! Here we go!  
 
Luckiest Principal, Vanessa Schnur 
 

 August 15th  
      Technology &  Materials        
      Distribution  
      9:00-10:00   4th & 5th Grade  
      10:00-11:00 2nd & 3rd Grade 
      11:15-12:00     1st Grade 
      12:05-1:05 Kindergarten 
      1:10pm-2:00pm Pre-K (Laptop       
      pick up for new PreK students   
      that need a laptop) 
 August 19th                      

First Day of School 
 August 19th  

Meet and Greet/Open House   
    PK – 5 8:30am – 9:30am  

 August 20th  
Meet and Greet/Open House   

             PreK-1st 5:30pm-6:30pm 
             2nd -5th   6:30pm-7:30pm 

 September 7th   
            No School – Labor Day  

 September 11th   
Interim Reports go home 

 September 28th   
Yom Kippur – No School 

“We Are The Authors Of Our Own Success!” 

Mission Statement 

Cypress Elementary staff is 
dedicated to meeting the 
educational needs of ALL 
students in a safe learning 
environment. 
 

Principal’s Message  August 2020 

851 SW 3rd Avenue 
Pompano Beach, FL 33060 
Phone: 754-322-6050      
Fax: 754-322-6090 

Principal: Vanessa Schnur, Principal 
Assistant Principal: Claudine Dunbar-Creary 



 
 

 
 
 
 
       
 

The Code of Student Conduct Handbook Goes Green! Parents are invited to review the Code of Student Conduct 
Handbook and complete the required forms by accessing the Back to School Forms link found on the Broward 
Schools' webpage at: https://www.browardschools.com/Page/38091. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    

             Hours 
      7:30am-3:00pm 
      Attendance Line 
        754-322-6052 

Quote of the 
Month 

“"You are braver than you 
believe, stronger than you 
seem, smarter than you think 
and loved more than you'll 
ever know." - Winnie The 
Pooh 
 

Please make sure that all free and reduced lunch applications are submitted on–line as soon as possible. The website is www.applyforlunch.com. If you need any assistance in 
completing the application, feel free to call the school and ask for Ms. Delgado. Please remember that families that are not approved for free or reduced lunch benefits will be 
paying full price for lunch until approved. It is very important that parents check their child’s account balance regularly as we want to ensure that all students receive a full 
lunch every day. Free Breakfast is available at all Broward County Public Schools. Elementary students sometimes forget their lunch money or lose it. As a courtesy to students, 
Food and Nutrition Services allows a child to charge one lunch. After that, the child is given a replacement meal. Charged meals are allowed when a student does not have 
lunch money. Parents have the option to set up a replenishing automatic meal payment account for their student at www.myschoolbucks.com. 

 
 

Welcome Back CYE Parents and Students. I hope everyone 
had a safe summer break. This is your School Counselor; Mrs. Gordon and I am 
so excited for another school year to begin! Even though we are operating 
outside of the typical school environment I am still here for you and will 
continue to support you and your child with resources to address their social 
and emotional needs. Through participation in my Counseling Canvas Course 
students will be provided with engaging activities and resources to promote 
self-management, decision-making, self-awareness, social skills, and social 
awareness. Remember we are in this together, please feel free to contact me 
via email if you or your child have any questions or concerns   
Here are some distance learning tips to help your child have a successful school 
year: 

 Establish routines and expectations 
 Choose a good place to learn 
 Stay in touch with teacher 
 Be mindful of your child’s stress and anxiety 
 Begin and end the day by checking-in with your child (in the 

morning, you might ask: Do you have any assessments? Do you need my 
help? At the end of the day you might ask: How far did you get in your 
learning tasks today? What could we do to make tomorrow better?) 

 
 

Counselor Corner 

 Cafeteria 
Information 

THE HOOT                                     August 2020 

Math Corner 

Using manipulatives helps develop 
a greater understanding of math 
concepts. 
 
Here are 3 fantastic Virtual 
Manipulatives websites: 

https://www.abcya.com/search/?term
=manipulatives&type=all 

https://www.didax.com/math/virtual-
manipulatives.html 

https://toytheater.com/category/teache
r-tools/virtual-manipulatives/ 

Parental Input 

Parents interested in providing input into the performance evaluations of Cypress 
Elemenetary instructional and/or administrative evaluations may contact our office 
at (754) 322-6050 by April 9, 2021. Please contact Employee Evaluations at 754-
321-5067 should you need additional information.  

Code of Conduct 

Grab and go meals start on Wednesday, August 19th.  The schedule for the first week of school: 8/19/20 & 8/20/20 
11am-1pm and 3pm-5pm. Starting the second week of school grab and go days will be Tuesdays & Thursdays. 

Office Corner 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                             
English as a Second Language  
You might be wondering what the ESOL Program is, and why 
your child was invited to be a part of it. When you entered the 
district, you filled out a Home Language Survey as required by 
the state. There are two important questions on this survey. If 
you answered ‘yes’ to either of the questions:  
• Does your child speak another language other than English?  
• Does anyone in the child’s home speak a language other than 
English? Then we are required to give your child the IPT-
Test to see if your child qualifies for ESOL support. If he or 
she does qualify, I will send a letter home in order to notify 
you. 
 
Overview  
We use small group instruction based on the students’ 
instructional levels and grade levels. The lessons average 30 
minutes a day. The lessons are based on reading, writing, 
speaking, and listening. 
 
Criteria  
The mission of the ESOL program is for the students to be 
successful in school and using the English language. Therefore, 
the students exit the program when their goals have been met in 
conversational and academic English. The students take the 
ACCESS test each year in January. Based on those results, as 
well as teacher recommendations and FSA Scores (grades 3-5), 
we will determine if the student is ready to exit the program or 
not. Even after the student exits, we have monitors in place. 
 
Please note: 
The ESOL program is in no way trying to replace the child’s 
first language. We want the students to be truly bilingual and 
be proficient in both languages! Practice reading and speaking 
in both languages at home. Encourage conversation in both 
languages. We recognize and embrace the cultural and 
linguistic diversity of each and every student! 
 
If you need more infroamion about the ESOL program please 
contact our ESOL Coordinator, Ms. Fabiana Spiteri. 

     ESOL Information 

The School Board of Broward County, Florida, prohibits any policy or procedure which results in discrimination on the basis of age, color, 
disability, gender identity, gender expression, genetic information, marital status, national origin, race, religion, sex or sexual orientation. 
The School Board also provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. Individuals who wish to file a 
discrimination and/or harassment complaint may call the Director, Equal Educational Opportunities/ADA Compliance Department & 
District’s Equity Coordinator/Title IX Coordinator at 754-321- 2150 or Teletype Machine (TTY) 754-321-2158. 

 
 
 
School Improvement Plan/Schoolwide Plan (Charter Schools Only): 
School staff and parents jointly develop the plan.  It includes yearly 
objectives and activities that will be implemented at the school level. You 
can access this plan at www.browardschools.com/cypress. If you would 
like to review a hard copy of this plan or translation is needed, please 
contact Ms. Bray at 754-322-6050. 

 
 School Parent and Family Engagement Plan: School staff and  
parents jointly develop the plan as part of the School Improvement Plan.  
The plan includes the parent activities to be implemented through the  
school year and an evaluation of last year’s parent engagement program. 
You can access this plan at www.browardschools.com/cypress. If you  
would like to review a hard copy of this plan or translation is needed,  
please contact Ms. Bray at 754-322-6050. 
 
District Parent and Family Engagement Plan: District staff 
and parents jointly develop the plan. The plan includes the parent activities  
to be implemented through the school year and an evaluation of last year’s 
district parent engagement program. You can access this plan at: 

https://www.browardschools.com/cms/lib/FL01803656/Centrici 
ty/Domain/13545/LEA%20PFEP%202019-2020_9-6 
19%20ADA.pdf.  

If you would like to review a hard copy of this plan or translation is 
needed, please contact Linda Howard, Title I Program Specialist at 754-
321-1410. 

 
School Public Accountability Report (SPAR), school grades, state  
assessment reports:  The School Public Accountability Report contains  
several types of data (indicators) designed to inform parents and the  
general public about the progress of Florida’s public schools. This report  
meets the public reporting requirements of the federal Every Student  
Succeeds Act (ESSA) and certain additional information of interest on the  
status of Florida’s schools.  In addition, the Florida Department of  
Education publishes school grades, the results of the state assessment of  
Florida schools. You can access these reports at 

http://doewebprd.doe.state.fl.us/eds/nclbspar/index.cfm.  If you would  
like to review a hard copy or if translation is needed, please contact Ms.  
Bray at 754-322-6050. 

 

Title I Information 
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Student eLearning Success at Home 
 

Mute you mic when not speaking    Raise your virtual hand to ask questions 
Limit background noises     Dress appropriately 
Take care of all tech devices     Have passwords and supplies ready to go 
Log in & out of courses/shut down technology daily  Do not share passwords 
Think before you post/respond     Follow schedule and be on time for class meetings  
Reach out to your school counselor if you need help  Engage in Mindfullness activites    
Find a comfy spot without distractions to work   Write down assingments/deadlines 
Set timers to manage your time     Participate & stay fcoused 


